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For 10 years my annual trips to the Balkans
have been part of the rhythm of my life. Every
fall—and often in the spring, too—I would look
forward to visiting Heart & Hand grantees, many
of whom have become close friends. But by early
summer this year, I knew that my pesky back
problems would prohibit my traveling anywhere,
let alone taking a long flight overseas. In October
I succumbed to the pain and agreed to have major
back surgery. The surgeon is pleased with the
results and, after a couple of months of physical
therapy, I should be returning to my regular
routine. Thanks so much to everyone who sent me
love and good wishes; your cards and messages
sustained me through the worst of days.

Fortunately, many activists from the Balkans
were in the States in 2008; I was able to meet with
them and fulfill Heart and Hand's funding
commitments for 2008. After years and years of
hard work in the trenches, it's great to see these
activists taking a role in international leadership.

In February, I did a presentation on socially
responsible investing at a conference in New
Orleans. While there, I met up with three activists:
Rada Boric, director of the Centre for Women's
Studies in Zagreb, Croatia; Danijela Dugandzic,
co-director of CURE in Sarajevo, Bosnia; and
Sandra Ljubinkovic, co-director of the Anti
Trafficking Center in Belgrade, Serbia. They were
guests at Eve Ensler's 10th anniversary celebration
of Vagina Monologues.  We spent one rainy night
laughing together, walking the cobblestone streets
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of New Orleans, and catching up with one
another.

As part of the its 20th anniversary celebration,
the Global Fund for Women brought five of its
international grantees to New York City in June,
including Heart and Hand grantee, Taida
Horozivic, founder and co-director of CURE in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH).
Taida later visited San Francisco where she gave a
stirring presentation about CURE's work at the
Global Fund’s offices. One Heart  & Hand funder
was so moved by Taida's presentation that she
doubled her grant to Heart & Hand. And,
afterwards, another donor sent me a note saying,
"Had CURE created just one of the list of
programs Taida described, I would have been
impressed. How her team of three has
accomplished so much in such a short time is a
tribute to their skills and determination. Are
Balkan women more intelligent than Americans,
or only the ones you fund?"

The following week Lepa Mladjenovic and
Tijana Popivoda, lesbian Serbian activists, were
invited to be the keynote speakers at the San
Francisco Dyke March. They met with donors of
Heart  & Hand and the Global Fund for Women at
a private home to talk about their work. It was an
evening of firsts for them: sitting with donors,
asking questions back and forth, and learning a bit
more about the strange art of US fundraising.

Then, in September, Jelena Djordjevic, co-
director of the Anti Trafficking Center in
Belgrade, Serbia, stopped in San Francisco on her
way to a board meeting in Boulder, Colorado for
The Urgent Action Fund. She gave a workshop for
staff members of The Global Fund for Women on
how activists can nurture themselves. As a
lifelong networker, it was refreshing for me to
watch this young woman walk through a day in
San Francisco, making connections more rapidly
than one could imagine.

There’s hope ahead of us. Now, more than
ever, these groups need our support.

Marta Drury, Daniela Sea, Danijela Dugandzic
Zivanovic, Sandra Ljubinkovic, Kerry Washington,

and Rada Boric in New Orleans.
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“A Roma woman, a member of

the ethnic group most

discriminated against in

Europe, stood up and

announced, “If Obama won

now, that means I can win next

time.”

Independence for Kosova
On February 18, 2008, Kosova

became the world’s newest nation.
After a long struggle it won
independence from Serbia, but its
troubles are far from over. Serbia and
Russia still bitterly oppose Kosova’s
new status, and the failure of countries
like Spain, Greece, Slovakia, and
Cyprus to recognize Kosova’s
independence may hamper its ability
to get loans from the European Union.
That would be disastrous. Kosova is
among the world’s poorest countries.
After years of conflict and
mismanagement, its industries are
barely functional. Unemployment tops
40% and most Kosovars still lack
reliable access to basics like water and
electricity. The one bright spot is
Kosova’s untapped mineral wealth,
but it will require millions of dollars in
investment to become a profitable
exporting business.

Momentous Developments in the Balkans

PitchWise Festival
The small but unflaggingly energetic

team at CURE produced another jam-
packed four-day arts festival in Sarajevo,
BiH this past September. A feat of
organizing precision, each day’s full
schedule included art exhibits, dance and
instrumental performances, workshops,
films, and public discussions. Besides
showcasing local and international
women artists, the festival offered a four-
day workshop, The Art of Recycling
(making art from recycled and found
materials), a presentation on digital
storytelling, and tips for navigating the
Internet. PitchWise also paid tribute to
Simone de Beauvoir, explored the social
prejudices and injustices inflicted on
Roma women, and offered workshops,
Feminist Ethics of Nurturing and
Emotional Literacy, aimed at helping
feminist activists take better care of
themselves.

Page 2

Radovan Karadzic Arrested
Radovan Karadzic, the infamous

leader of the Bosnian Serbs who
masterminded the ethnic cleansing of
Muslims during the Bosnian war, was
arrested in Belgrade in July. His 13
years as a fugitive from justice were as
brazen as they were bizarre. One of the
most hunted war criminals, Karadzic
had been living openly in Belgrade and
passing as a New Age spiritual guide.
Using a pseudonym of a dead soldier
and disguised by a bushy white beard
and long hair knotted atop his head, he
traveled, lectured on alternative
medicine, gave workshops on
meditation and even had his own Web
site. Karadzic was indicted by the
World Court for war crimes and
genocide and is currently awaiting trial
in The Hague. Like his predecessor at
the World Court, Slobodan Milosevic,
Karadzic is attempting to drag out the
pre-trial process as long as possible.

Centre for Women War Victims
It’s always exciting to report on

grantees’ new projects, but just as
important is recognizing the steady
achievements of stalwart organizations
like the Centre for Women War Victims
in Zagreb, Croatia. It continues doing
excellent work documenting war stories
and providing assistance to women
victims of violence. Its shelter is
currently hosting more than 40 women
and children who escaped from violent
home situations. Besides providing
psychological and legal counseling to
women and children in the shelter, it also
offers these services to women still
living in violent situations.

Women’s Peace Activists from Kosova
and Serbia gathered in 2006 to agree

on independence for Kosova.

CURE produced PitchWise, a four-day
arts festival.



Lepa wanted to make a photo of two dykes, I felt
inside myself an old homophobic itch in my body,
maybe they will be ashamed to have photo
together. And you know what? Every time I ask to
make a photo, they were happy to embrace and
kiss in front of me and specially pose. Ah, how
liberating it was. How much joy just to feel one
after another happy lesbian couple smiling at me,
proud.”
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This year the Centre for Women’s
Studies in Zagreb, Croatia celebrated the
100th anniversary of the birth of Simone de
Beauvoir. The featured guest was Christine
Delphy, a friend of de Beauvoir from Paris,
who participated in discussions on
feminism and de Beauvoir’s contributions
to feminist ideology. Students in the
Women’s Studies’ classes also contributed
papers on de Beauvoir’s work.

The Centre also held its third annual
post-graduate course, a collaboration with
the Zagreb Institute of Ethnology and
Folklore Research and the Department of
Sociology and Social Psychology at the

Celebration of Simone de Beauvoir

This past June, Lepa Mladjenovic and
Tijana Popivoda fulfilled a dream of
participating in the San Francisco Dyke
March, part of the annual Gay Parade.
Lepa, a longtime lesbian and anti-war
activist, was a co-founder of Labris, an
organization promoting lesbian human
rights. Tijana became an anti-war activist
while still in high school, organizing
students against the Milosevic regime.
Today, the two women are feminist
counselors in the Autonomous Women’s
Center in Belgrade, Serbia.

The feelings of excitement and wonder
they experienced at the free-spirited San
Francisco Dyke March (SFDM) are best
expressed in their own words: “We
observed carefully the fantastic organizing
activism of the SFDM team with its value
of diversity, caring tradition, feminist
politics, and lesbian charm! Whenever

Lepa and Tijana: Walking the Streets of San Francisco

V-Day 10 in Zagreb

University of Tampere, Finland. The group
spent one week in Dubrovnik exploring the
topic, “Feminism in a Transnational
Perspective.” Plans are already underway
for the 2009 course, ”Spirituality,
Religiosity, and Secular Lives: Feminist
challenges for theory and practice.” Young
feminist scholars and postgraduate students
are encouraged to apply, although space is
limited to 15 students. Anyone interested in
attending or in submitting papers and
presentations should write to:
zenstud@zamir.net, Subject: IUC
Dubrovnik 2009. The deadline for paper
proposals is December 15, 2008.

Lepa and Tijana at SF Dyke March

Jubilation over Obama’s Win
The enormity of US President-elect

Barack Obama’s victory even reached a
conference on Violence Against Women in
Serbia. Lepa reported that a Roma woman, a
member of the ethnic group most
discriminated against in Europe, stood up
and announced, “If Obama won now, that
means I can win next time.”



The Queer Sarajevo Festival that
Organization Q hoped would be a joyful
celebration instead became an excuse for
homophobic outrage. The violence that
erupted at the festival was followed by
death threats and rape threats against
Organization Q’s staff. The atmosphere
was so menacing that friends persuaded
two of the festival’s organizers, Svetlana
Durkovic and Alma Selimovic, to leave
Sarajevo for a few days.

Even before the festival took place, the
media attacks on Organization Q resulted
in their being evicted from the building
where their office was located. Trying to
be philosophical about the move, Svetlana
said, “Now we just have more hurdles to
cross.”

In a letter to the Prime Minister of
Bosnia and Herzegovina Nikola Spiric sent
before the festival began, Amnesty
International expressed concerns at the
increasing atmosphere of intimidation
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people in the country and
called on him to ensure that the rights of
festival organizers were protected. Death
threats were issued on the Internet against
individual gay rights activists, including a
YouTube film showing digitally
manipulated images of one of the
organizers to make them look as if they
were beheaded. The safety of the
participants has been put in danger by the
local media, including Dnevni Avaz,
Nezavisne Novine and Oslobodjenje, after
they published the names of all individuals
who were injured during the attacks.

Organization Q
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Grantees

Antico
Women's Civic Initiative
Skopje, Macedonia
antico@mt.net.mk

Anti Trafficking Center
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.atc.org.yu/

Autonomous Women's Center
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.womengo.org.yu

Center for Women War Victims
Zagreb, Croatia
http://www.czzzr.hr/
http://www.wmen-war-memory.org
http://www.etra-nvo.net

Centre for Women's Studies
Zagreb, Croatia
http://www.zenstud.hr/

CURE
Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina
 http://www.fondacijacure.org/cms/

Donji Lapac Women's Group
Donji Lapac, Croatia
Zenska.grup.donji.Lapac@gs.t-com.hr

KONTRA
Zagreb, Croatia
http://www.kontra.hr

Labris
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.labris.org.yu

NOL
Novi Sad, Serbia
For regional gathering of Lesbian
Feminists Activists Conference

Organization Q
Bosnia/Herzegovina
http://www.queer.ba/

Women in Black
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.zeneucrnom.org/index.php?la
ng=en

Women's Alliance
Skopje, Macedonia

Women's Group Brod
Slavonski Brod, Croatia
http://www.udruga-brod.hr

Zene na Delu
Belgrade, Serbia
mailto:zenenadelu@eunet.yu
www.zenergija.org

Zene Zenama
Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina
http://www.zenezenama.com.ba/

Three grants were made to
individual activists to respond
community needs.

In early September, Svetlana released a
public announcement to counter the “false
and insulting information” the daily paper
printed about the festival and its organizers
and to appeal for calm and reason. The
event, she explained, was a festival of art
and culture and, far from wanting to
provoke the community; the organizers’
goal was to promote understanding of the
Queer community.

“We do respect identities and beliefs of
others, and we do regret that the Festival
itself has been seen as provocation of the
Muslim holy holiday. Nevertheless, we
would like to emphasize that each

individual has a right to public action,
gathering and organizing. At the same
time, we would like to appeal for respect of
the identities and orientations of the
LGBTIQ population and to remind
everyone that Bosnia and Herzegovina
(BiH) is a secular state in which different
activities and events cannot be
synchronized with different religious
calendars… Furthermore, we would like to
remind the politicians and medical
professionals that BiH adopted the Gender
Equality Law four years ago, and that
Article 2 of this law forbids discrimination
based on sex and sexual orientation…In
addition, please be reminded that
homosexuality has been removed from the
list of mental disorders of the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manuel of Mental Disorders
in 1973.”

Regrettably, Svetlana’s pleas for
understanding were ignored. The violent
reaction to the festival underscores again
the risks of being openly queer in the
Balkan states where prejudices against
homosexuality are unrestrained and where
activists require tremendous courage to
demand equal rights.

Organization Q’s study of human rights
and issues of LGBTIQ persons in Bosnia
and Herzegovina is now available in
English. To read the PDF file, go to:
http://www.queer.ba/udruzenjeq/TheInvisi
bleQ.pdf.

100% of every contribution goes
directly to fund the work of activists.
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c/o Marta Drury
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Read the blog:
http://kerrylobel.typepad.com/heart_and_hand_fund/


