Heart &Hand

Partners

Center for Women War
Victims
Zagreb, Croatia
www.czzzr.hr/
www.petra-nvo.net/

Centre for Women's Studies
Zagreb, Croatia
www.zenstud.hr/

Crvena

Peace Protest Banned
The Center for Women War Victims
organized a protest against the
celebration of military operations in
Zagreb, Croatia. The police banned
the peace protest and then the group
protested against the ban. The case is
now in the courts. In this photo
women activists and war survivors
needed police protection as three
women were physically attacked.
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Sarajevo, Bosnia/Herzegovina
www.crvena.ba/

Cargo Bikes for Roma
Women

CURE

Sarajevo, Bosnia/Herzegovina
www.fondacijacure.org/

KONTRA

Zagreb, Croatia
www.kontra.hr/cms/

Reconstruction Women’s Fund in Belgrade,
Serbia held a fundraiser for a new project
that would provide Roma women with cargo
bikes to collect recycling materials. This
transportation enables them to bring
income into their families.

Kosova Women’s Network
Pristina, Kosova
www.womensnetwork.org/

Lezz/4 counseling hotline
for lesbians
Belgrade, Serbia

Movement of Mothers
of Srebrenica and Žepa
Enclaves

Potočari, Bosnia/Herzegovina
http://enklave-srebrenica-zepa.org/english.onama.php

OKVIR

Sarajevo, Bosnia/Herzegovina
www.okvir.org/

P sebna MaMa
Bosnia/Herzegovina

Reconstruction Women’s
Fund
Belgrade, Serbia
www.rwfund.org/

Seka House

Island of Brac, Croatia

Theatra

Skopje, Macedonia
www.youtube.com/user/
TheTheatra

Women in Black

Belgrade, Serbia
http://zeneucrnom.org/index.php?lang=en

Women's Group Brod
Slavonski Brod, Croatia
www.udruga-brod.hr

Zene Zenama

Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina
www.zenezenama.org/

Munira Subašić at the Srebrenica Memorial

This is Heart & Hand’s 20th year of funding in
the Balkans. In July my partner, Kerry Lobel,
and I spent 2 weeks in Bosnia. With local
activists as our guides, we toured historic sites,
took a rafting trip with young queer activists,
and enjoyed fabulous meals prepared by local
activists. Of course, the majority of our time
was spent in the offices and in the field visiting
projects initiated by our Bosnian activists/
partners.

Solidarity with
Polish Women

The Centre for Women’s Studies in
Zagreb, Croatia provides a one-year
educational program with a variety
of courses from a wide range of fields,
seminars, cultural events, workshops,
and public lectures among others. The
emphasis of this program is to promote
gender sensitivity among the younger
population. The class of 2016 poses for a group photo with a poster stating their solidarity
with Polish women in their fight against restrictive abortion laws.

Brave Roma Activists

The group Counseling for Lesbians, in Belgrade, Serbia,
reaches as many different lesbians as possible, including
those that are the most oppressed — in the Balkans
these are Roma women. In the last year the team
organized workshops with Roma women where participants reported that Roma women are often sold into
early marriages and often experience sexual violence
from the first day of marriage. Roma non-heterosexual
women insisted that they do not have a chance to
choose their sexuality until they divorce which usually
happens only after the children have reached a certain
age. For the 8th of March 2017 (International Women’s
Day) a big group of Roma activists marched in
Belgrade’s Women’s March.

100% of every
contribution goes
directly to fund the
work of activists
Peace Development
Fund / Heart &
Hand Fund
c/o Marta Drury
PO Box 3070
Half Moon Bay, CA
94019
650.726.3772

It was wonderful to have time to relax with
friends, but the obstacles our Bosnian grantees
confront were never far from our minds. The
political and economic situation remains dire.
Corruption and nepotism are deeply ingrained
in the government, and the unemployment
rate continues to be among the highest in the
world. Young people fed up with the lack of
jobs have been leaving the country for more
than a decade. The exodus makes life harder
for those who stay behind, especially LGBTQ
activists who have to work harder to make
advances in their community. Despite these
daunting circumstances, we are always so
impressed by our grantees’ ingenuity,
perseverance, and accomplishments with
limited resources.

from the Gulf States are building gated
communities, shopping centers and mosques
where foreigners and locals are not especially
welcome except as domestic help. The
newscomers’ ostentatious flaunting of wealth
understandably incenses locals. More threatening is the introduction of an austere form of
Islam into traditionally mostly secular Islam.
(Bosnia is 51% Muslim.). Locals worry about
how conservative Arab culture will change
their own inclusive culture.

Unmet needs spur
organizing
We’ve learned over and over that activists
often start projects on their own when they
see unmet needs. One of Heart & Hand’s
guiding principles is recognizing the wisdom
of local activists to determine what funding is
needed within the limits of our budget. We
would like to add new grants to some of the
projects we describe inside without neglecting
our long-time partners.
Again, as we have for twenty years, we ask you
to respond with gifts as large as you can to
support these hardworking activists.

While most Bosnians struggle, rich investors
Peace Development Fund/Heart & Hand Fund
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Movement of Mothers
of Srebrenica and Žepa
Enclaves
Jadranka Miličević, project manager at CARE International and
Fondacija CURE, took us on an emotional visit to the Srebrenica
Memorial and Cemetery where rows of simple Muslim headstones
honor the victims of the 1995 genocide. An estimated 9,000 Muslim
men and boys were massacred by Bosnian Serbs in a town that was
supposed to have been protected by Dutch UN peacekeepers.
We were fortunate to have met Munira Subašić at the Srebrenica
Memorial and also visit her and others at the Center for the Movement of Mothers of Srebrenica and Žepa Enclaves. The Mothers of
Srebrenica represent 6,000 women who lost family members during
the Srebrenica genocide in 1995. Their generosity of spirit was so
moving and their hospitality was beyond words.
At the Srebrenica memorial, Kerry sat for a long time with a woman
who had lost her brother during the genocide. Her baby was seven
days old when she fled with her husband and thousands of others
through the forest. They had no food or water for the five days
before they reached freedom. Others in the traveling group were
worried that the baby would cry and give them away but, still, she
persisted with bringing her child to safety. Her journey took her from
Bosnia to Hungary to a life in Austria. Her daughter is now a policewoman. The woman had a small piece of paper with a photo of her
brother on it, which she used to identify him from remains in a mass
grave. But at his burial she collapsed and has been unable to work.
She returns every year to the memorial and also to see her family
home in a near village. Where there were once 200 Muslim families,
there are now 3.

Context fuels
women’s organizing

Combining art,
academia and
social action
The women from Crvena (red) combine art,
and academia with social action. I was
excited by their latest publication documenting the stories of anti fascist women before,
during and just after World War II. Two
million women organized themselves to
resist the fascists -- delivering messages,
hand to hand, throughout this very rural
country. Imagine doing that today, even with
the social media tools we have at hand. In
the true Bosnian tradition, sisters Danijela
and Andreja Dugandžić, prepared a feast at
the home of a colleague.

Women march against
violence in downtown
Sarajevo
We met with members of the team at
Fondacija Cure/CURE Foundation. Their
passionate work with young women, and
their annual event that connects art and
action, Pitchwise, always inspires us. This
year they led a demonstration against
violence against women in downtown
Sarajevo, Bosnia.

We met spirited leader Ifeta Mejremic
in Konjević Polje. When her village was
flooded, including her own home,
she sent a request for relief for 47
neighbors. She did not ask for help
for herself. She told us that life for girls
in her village was difficult. Boys are
sent to school. Girls are not because
they are expected to marry. This is why
the women's organization is working
so hard to help pay for bus tickets and
books so that girls can receive an
education. Heart and Hand would love
to make a new grant to contribute
towards this education fund. They are
also working on economic development projects to help women and girls
become more independent.

Few services for
women and children
with disabilities
One day unexpectedly led to our learning about children
and women with disabilities in Bosnia. Selma Hadzihalilovic
took us to meet a fierce woman, Anela, and her 7-year
old daughter. We climbed two flights of stairs to her
apartment. She must climb them while holding her
daughter, groceries, and everything she needs to go
out and about during the day. She administers a private
Facebook group for more than 1,000 women whose
children have disabilities. They call themselves invisible
women, because very often they are unable to leave their
homes for lack of childcare and other supports for their
children. They share resources with each other including
nutrition drinks, diapers, food, and more. She told us of a
woman in a nearby village that wrote for help. When they
arrived she had no food, her lights had been turned off
and she was there alone with her children. They raised
money to help with her electrical bill and provided her
money for food. She used some of the funding to buy
chickens and two goats, a great example of selfsufficiency. Anela also told us that women might spend
many months in the hospital with their children with only
a single chair on which to rest. They are trying to identify
a source for sleeper chairs that will ease their stay.

Disability activists Merima Spahic and Merima Mimi Dervović

Again, benefits and other supports are directly related
to where people live in the country.
We also visited with Merima Spahic and Merima Mimi
Dervović. Merima S. has made a fine film on the status
of children with disabilities in the country (we watched
in Bosnian). Merima D. is organizing a series of six
workshops in Sarajevo for women with disabilities. They
are working to identify a source of funds to purchase
a gynecological table so that women with disabilities
have a way to get regular examinations. They are also
advocating for increased access to public buildings.
Very few places, public or private, have wheelchair
ramps and railings for stairs.

Anti-violence
postage stamp

Inspiring Queer
activism
Our field visits once again
demonstrated how context fuels
how women organize. Without public
transportation, getting 35 kilometers
to a hair salon is nearly impossible. So,
the women's organization brought a
master hairstylist to their office to
teach basic techniques. Because their
water lines had been cut, they had to
hand carry water and rig a disposal
system. All necessary logistics, just to
have a workshop to learn how to do a
professional shampoo, blow dry and
curl. Over time, two women will learn
to be stylists, providing not only
income but also a place for women to
build self esteem and have a safe place
to gather.

We spent another powerful
afternoon with the brave and
inspiring activists from Okvir, the
queer organization in Sarajevo.
There are no public safe spaces for
LGBTQ people in, this, Bosnia's
largest city. Okvir provides support
for individuals, sponsors workshops
in major towns, and is documenting
the role of LGBTQ people in
anti-militaristic organizing during
the War. We also had the pleasure
of spending an afternoon with Okvir
and friends on the Neretva River
with the excellent guides at Rafting
Tours Salihamidžić. Forty years ago
the owner of the rafting company
was the first to put a raft and a guide
in the river Neretva. Now 250 boats
bring tourists to the river, an

Door to Okvir office says it all

important source of income for
village Glavaticevo (near Konjic).
There is now talk of damming this
precious river, a decision that
would devastate the region. The
eco-greens are fighting back with
a petition.

Long time activist and H&H partner,
Nuna Zvizdic, and her colleagues at
Udruženje Žene Ženama are doing
very important work to equalize
maternity leave policies in Bosnia.
Currently, benefits vary based on your
town or Canton. They also are
concluding a three-year anti-violence
campaign that included working with
the country's postal service to release
a postage stamp!

