
P e a c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  F u n d / H e a r t  &  H a n d  F u n d   •   P O  B o x  3 0 7 0   •   H a l f  M o o n  B a y ,  C A  9 4 0 1 9

November 2018
Volume 16, Issue 1

100% of every 
contribution goes 
directly to fund the 
work of activists

Peace Development 
Fund / Heart & 
Hand Fund

c/o Marta Drury
PO Box 3070
Half Moon Bay, CA 
94019
650.726.3772

Women in Black “Always Disobedient”

Protest in Gjakova, Kosovo

I confess it has been hard not to be 
gloomy and doomy in the present political 
climate. The policies of the current 
Administration are eroding democracy 
worldwide and activists in the Balkans are 
seeing this first hand – America as the 
great equalizer and friend to democratic 
movements is no more.  America as the 
friend of bullies and tyrants continues to 
emerge and affect the daily lives of women 
and LGBTQ people around the world.

Imagine, living in a country that is new to 
democracy after decades of dictatorships, 
socialism, and Russian interference – the 
Balkan countries don’t have the history 
that we do and the infrastructure and 
financial support to make systemic change.

Distressingly some of the best minds are 
leaving the Balkans. Bosnia ranked 135 of 
137 countries in ability to retain talent. 
58,000 left Serbia last year. Croatian 
unemployment has averaged 35% over 

past decade. I continue to be moved by 
women activists who continue to do their 
work in a climate of increasing violence, 
homophobia, and reduced funding from 
regional governments. They see recent 
rights slipping away. Their local systems 
are failing them, but so are our women’s 
institutions – we continue to see decreased 
funding from US based women’s and 
LGBTQ sources of funding.  Our Balkan 
colleagues are tired and dispirited but 
they fight on. 

As always, I am grateful for your generosity 
to Heart & Hand over the years and hope 
that you will continue to support our 
grantees. This issue of the newsletter 
describes some of our Balkan sisters’ 
exciting programs. Every dollar that you 
contribute goes directly to our grantees 
whose work benefits women and their 
families throughout the Balkans. 

Don’t let the guilty 
guys go free

Kosovo has a disturbingly high rate of 
domestic violence.  In a recent case, a 
man brutally murdered his wife and 
daughter. The Kosovo Women's Network, 
supported by its member organizations, 
women's rights groups, and other activists, 
organized a series of protests throughout 
Kosovo demanding an end to violence 
against women and improved institutional 
responses to cases of domestic violence. 
Over the past 18 years, the Kosovo 
Women's Network, a network of 138 
diverse women's rights groups, has 
monitored institutional responses to 
violence against women, worked to 
prevent violence, and published 
several reports on domestic violence.

Refugee support

Many Syrian refugees have passed through 
the Balkans on their trek to find a better 
life in Europe. When one or another border 
is closed to refugees, they end up stranded 
in countries that have few resources to 
support them. Many groups in Bosnia/
Herzegovina and Serbia are also doing 
outreach work and helping to find solutions 
for the refugees. This photo was taken at 
a support group for Syrian women and 
their children at the Center for Women 
War Victims in Zagreb, Croatia.

Art and culture 
provide an open 
platform for social 
change

Crvena, based in Sarajevo, Bosnia/
Herzegovina, is a community organized 
around the belief that art and culture 
provide an open platform for social 
change. This year they initiated their long 
planned vision to establish an artists’ 
residency called Nona. For one month 
Canadian performance artist Adriana 
Disman lived in the home of a Bosnian 
artist while interacting with local 
performance and art scenes, learning to 
play the cello, and performing at the 
Queer Zagreb festival in Croatia. The 
residency was in partnership with the 
Museum of Contemporary Art Museum 
in Zagreb. Disman also presented a talk/
performance at the Centre for Women’s 
Studies in Zagreb called “Questions 
Without Answers Must Be Asked Very 
Slowly.” She also performed in Sarajevo 
and Crvena created a welcoming 
atmosphere for the evening performance, 
which included homemade traditional 
foods that turned into a feast.
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Heart & Hand was delighted to add the organization 
Atina, in Belgrade, Serbia to our partners this year. Atina, 
founded by Marijana Savic, works with trafficked women 
refugees and their children. After delivering finger 
puppets for the children and observing the program, we 
told some of our other grantees how impressed we were 
with Atina. We were surprised to discover that Atina had 

also started the first and only bagel shop in Belgrade. Of 
course, we had to visit. Atina’s innovative eatery, Bagel 
Bejgl, provides financing, skills training and professional 
education to help victims in transition.

Marijana knows what it feels like to lose your home. She 
lived through the breakup of Yugoslavia in the 90s and 
witnessed the horror and the suffering of people, 
especially women and girls. In 2004, Marijana founded  
Atina to aid survivors of violence, exploitation and 
human trafficking in Serbia. She also established the first 
safe house for victims of trafficking in the country and 
expanded its focus to provide psychosocial, legal and 
medical assistance to women in Europe fleeing war and 
persecution at home. 

“We know that women refugees deal with a lot of 
violence and sexual abuse,” she said in an interview with 
Al Jazeera. “We listen to these women because nobody 
else does. I believe we can all make a difference in the 
world. What we need is a shift in people's way of 
thinking…I am not just talking about women's rights, 
I am talking about feminism. I am talking about 
empowering women. Because whenever there's a 
disaster, it's the women that suffer most.”

Marijana and the bagel shop were among five winners 
of the inaugural WE Empower U.N. Sustainable 
Development Goals Challenge. Forbes magazine also 
chose Marijana as one of eight awe-inspiring women 
founders to honor on World Refugee Day. 

Our visit to the Centre for Women’s Studies in Zagreb, 
Croatia coincided with its Spring 2018 graduation 
ceremony. We were honored to be invited to speak to 
the graduates about the women’s movement in the US 
and lesbian issues. Afterwards, students gave a brief 
testimonial on what the noncredit course of study (9 
months, 2-3 nights/week) had meant to them. Besides 
appreciating the friendships they made, many particularly 
valued the emphasis on learning how to stand up for 
their rights. Others talked about learning more about 
themselves as women in a country that didn’t value 
women’s voices. One man who had taken the course in 
2015 found it so educational that he returned with his 
boyfriend to take the course again. We were thrilled to
 be a part of this joyful celebration.

Valuing women’s voices

KONTRA 
fights for 
right to 
assemble
Sanja Juras from Kontra briefed us 
on the status of women and LGBT 
people in Croatia, including a legal 
case stemming from the first Pride 
March in Split in 2011. She also 
updated us about subsequent 
incidents of violence against LGBTQ 
people that have received little or no 
response from law enforcement. 

The Split Pride was violently halted on 
June 11th, 2011 by more than 10,000 
anti-gay protesters. I was among the 
marchers targeted by haters throwing 
pyrotechnics, torches, explosive 
devices, mace bombs, rocks, plastic 
bags filled with feces, ashtrays, flower 

pots and other objects. I remember 
being grateful for the police protection 
until I noticed the policeman’s face 
nearest me. I was convinced that if he 
weren’t working that day, he’d be 
throwing rocks at me, too. 

After the first Split Pride, LGBT 
people became more active in Split. 
They formed groups to increase their 
visibility and to fight for their rights, 
but they faced stiff obstacles. Despite 
being regularly attacked by hate 
groups, local authorities and police 
not only refused to intervene; they 
also destroyed and hid evidence of 
the attacks.
  
After Croatia became a member of the 
European Union, the EU stopped 
monitoring Croatia’s human rights 
practices. Now with the right-wing 
government in power, strategic 
litigation by human rights activists is 
the only way to influence the practice 
of state institutions. Initiating 
procedures for protection of human 
rights, however, is difficult because the 

process is complex and the Croatian 
judiciary is unpredictable. This puts the 
plaintiffs initiating the case at risk; if 
the ruling is negative, they would have 
to pay court fees. As a result, victims 
of human rights violations and human 
rights organizations are discouraged 
from initiating court procedures, 
especially procedures against the 
State. This in itself is a violation of 
basic human rights. Nonetheless, 
some of these cases are reaching the 
Constitutional Court and the European 
Court of Human Rights and decisions 
supporting the plaintiff could influence 
the actions of state institutions.

Public action at Parliament

The Center for Women War Victims, along with 
the Centre for Women’s Studies and the Croatian 
Women’s Network, organized a public action in front 
of the Parliament to stop violence against women. 
This action was related to the Croatian government’s 
refusal to ratify the Council of Europe’s Convention, 
Violence Against Women. The activists lovingly sewed 
their outfits by hand.

Women march for choice

Brave women’s groups and activists stood together 
against 10,000 anti-abortion marchers in Croatia in May 
2018.  Abortion in Croatia has been legal since 1952, but 
this right is now being threatened as the Catholic Church 
and the conservative government gather more momentum

Bagel Bejgl 

Marta with Sanja Juras


