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Heart & Hand Fund
Letter from Marta
The Balkans are still reeling from the
consequences of the severe drought that
stretched across the region this past summer.
Agricultural losses ran into the billions: the
corn crop was completely destroyed, orchards
and vineyards ruined, and feed for livestock is
in short supply. An upgraded irrigation
network could speed up the recovery, but the
cash-strapped governments in the region don’t
have the money to invest in modern farming
methods.
Croatia is faring better politically than its
neighbors and it is on course to join the EU
next year. While Croatia’s government is
becoming more democratic, Serbia is intent on
preserving its strong nationalistic and
patriarchal approach to politics. Meanwhile in
Bosnia, a dispute over how the Constitution
treats minorities is threatening to unravel the
country’s shaky democracy. Hilary Clinton’s
recent visit to the region underlined the tensions
that still exist among Serbs and their neighbors.
The ongoing political and economic
uncertainties make life difficult for everyone,
but especially for activists. Our Heart & Hand
grantees have been doing incredibly hard work
for years for low pay, no job security, and little
time to take care of themselves. The high
emotional and physical toll of nonstop stress
was shockingly illustrated in a poster I saw in
the Belgrade office of the Women in Black: it
displayed photos of 14 activists who died from
stress-related diseases.
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I’m pleased to report that more NGOs and
foundations are talking about the need to
sustain workers as well as their organizations.
Let’s hope the trend becomes common practice.
I can’t close without mentioning the surprising
selection of the European Union as the winner
of the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize. Tanya Domi, an
adjunct professor of international and public
affairs at Columbia University where she
teaches courses on human rights in the Balkans,
reflects the bewilderment of many people in the
region. “When the EU accepts the Nobel Peace
Prize, will it do so mindful of the 30,000 people
who remain missing and unidentified in the
Balkans? Will it accept this prestigious prize
knowing that 20,000 to 50,000 women were
raped during the Bosnian war? Will it
acknowledge that European refugees from the
Balkans fled the European continent to more
than 80 countries? The most decent thing the
EU could do is to contribute a substantial
portion of the prize’s financial award to those
humanitarian organizations that continue to
support the survivors... Until there is justice,
there will be no peace.”

From the start, The Heart & Hand Fund has
been concerned about the physical and
emotional well-being of our grantees. Over the
years, we’ve offered massage for grantees and
organized trips to the sea. It’s wonderful to see
how a week of good food, relaxation, and fun
can restore spirits and re-energize one for the
work ahead. We’re also on the lookout for
fellowships and internships that our grantees
may qualify for and which offer them
opportunities to study, write, or work abroad.

deadcow@igc.org

You can judge for yourself the importance of
these programs by reading excerpts from the
writings of fellowship recipients included in
this newsletter.

Office of Women in Black
Belgrade, Serbia
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Networking Really Works
Last fall, the Kosova Women’s Network published the booklet, 1325 Facts and
Fables. Three months later, a copy was delivered to Hillary Rodham Clinton,
thanks to two colleagues who have personal connections to the Secretary of State.
Mrs. Clinton sent a letter thanking the Kosova Women’s Network for the book and
its “important work giving women and girls the opportunity to fulfill their
potential.”
The booklet presents the facts about the extent to which Resolution1325 has been
implemented, the fables about its achievements, and the actions needed to move
forward. The Resolution on women, peace, and security, adopted by the Security
Council in 2000, reaffirms the important role of women in the prevention and
resolution of conflicts, peace-building and humanitarian responses in post-war
settings but the implementation twelve years later leaves much to be desired.

Unforgettable
Bosnian Girl
When I was in Zagreb this past spring,
I attended the Bosnian exhibition,
DOWRY, at the Museum of
Contemporary Art. The Center for
Women’s Studies in Zagreb and the
Belgrade Women in Black were two
of the partners in the exhibit. The
exhibit explored the symbolic
meaning of dowry: the relationship
between personal heritage (what is
handed down through the family and
those acquired) and the female values
we choose as our own.
The photo you see below was seared
in my mind as a powerful statement
about men, peacekeeping, and war.
The artist took a photo of herself and
added graffiti from an army barracks
in Srebrenica written by an unknown
Dutch soldier, part of the UN
Protection Force responsible for
protecting the Srebrenica safe area.

More than 10,000 people attended the Kosova Women’s Network
protest on November 13, 2012.

Gay Community Center
Opening in Zagreb

New Gay Community Center has some
work to do to get in shape

Kontra, a women’s group in Zagreb,
Croatia that works to reduce violence and
discrimination against lesbian and
bisexuals, will soon open a community
center for gay people in downtown Zagreb.
Not only did the city donate the space for
the center, but it is also renting it at a
reduced rate. It’s located across the street
from a police station and in proximity of a
gay bar and gay-friendly restaurant. With
the train station only a short walk away,
people who live outside of Zagreb will also
be able to participate in the programs for
youth, health and family counseling,
workshops, parties and events. Kontra has
lots of work to do get the center in shape,
but everyone is excited about its opening.

Bosnian Girl
Artist: Sejla Kameric
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New Grantee: ACT
Women
ACT Women, a core group of seven activists,
have been raising awareness of violence
against women in Serbia for the past decade.
Calling themselves “artivists,” they make
documentaries, conduct women’s training and
workshops, and do street performances. After
the street performances, they videotape
interviews with people on the street to learn
what they took away from the performances
and make the tapes public. They also hold a
monthly Women’s Day that includes singing,
dancing, massage, and decoupage. To
celebrate its 10th anniversary, ACT Women
will make one thousand t-shirts and print each
with the name or photo of women who have
been abused by men. ACT Women has
survived for a decade with little major support.
Heart & Hand is pleased to support its work.

Women’s Court
Movement
For the past two years, seven women’s
regional organizations in the Balkans have
been working to establish a movement based
on the idea of women’s courts, safe places
where women can testify about the violence
they experienced during the war. So far, more
than 2,000 women have participated in
workshops and more than 250 are actively
organizing in their areas.
The Courts will have no legal authority, but
they provide forums for talking about the
consequences of war, such as violence against
women, poverty, destruction of local
communities and local services, refugees,
minority issues, and the transfer of trauma to
the next generation. Unlike legal courts that
deal in retributive justice, the Women’s Court
is a mechanism for restorative justice.
Retributive justice is focused on objective
facts related to victims and perpetrators
whereas a restorative justice also strives to
understand the social and historical contexts in
which the crimes were committed.

ahead on their own. Belgrade Women in
Black has been mobilizing women in
rural areas and holding workshops to get
women’s input on how a women’s court
could best serve them. Women in Black is
so committed to this effort that it’s
spending about 70% of its time
organizing for the Courts, which they
hope to open sometime in the next two
years.

Women
Scholars/Activists
Honored
The Reconstruction Women’s Fund, the
first local women’s foundation in Serbia,
held an event this past September
honoring Zarana Papic, a prominent
feminist anthropologist, theoretician, and
political activist who fought valiantly
against all forms of nationalism. She died
in 2002. The Reconstruction Women’s
Fund, the Center for Gender and Political
Studies, and Women in Black recently
published the book, Zarana Papic, Texts
1979-2002.

SEKA House
SEKA House, the idyllic retreat center for
Balkan women activists, is in desperate
need of repairs. SEKA House is actually
three houses on the island of Brac in
Croatia owned by seven women’s groups.
It’s open for six months a year to groups
from all over the Balkans for trainings
and for R&R. The setting is magical, but
the moist sea air creates mold, peels
paint, and cracks walls. Estimated cost of
repairs is about $25,000. Anyone
interested in helping out?

Women in Black has committed more
than 70% of its time organizing for the
Women’s Court.

Photo taken at the street performance,
MY BODY MY TERRITORY.
The performance is dedicated to
women who have survived sexual
violence.
Performers: ACT WOMEN at
PitchWise Festival in Sarajevo.

PETRA Network for the prevention
and elimination of trafficking in
women meeting at SEKA House

Few mainstream donors support activities
aimed at movement building, so the women’s
groups organizing for the Courts have forged
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ACT Women
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.facebook.com/pages/
ACT-Women/157191677679969
Center for Women War Victims
Zagreb, Croatia
http://www.czzzr.hr/
http://www.petra-nvo.net/
Centre for Women's Studies
Zagreb, Croatia
http://www.zenstud.hr/
CURE
Sarajevo, Bosnia/Herzegovina
http://www.fondacijacure.org/
KONTRA
Zagreb, Croatia
http://www.kontra.hr/cms/
Kosova Women’s Network
Pristina, Kosova
http://www.womensnetwork.org/
Labris
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.lbris.org.rs/en/
Lezz/4 counseling hotline for
lesbians
Belgrade, Serbia
NLO
Novi Sad, Serbia
http://www.n-l-o.org
Reconstruction Women’s Fund
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.rwfund.org
Seka House
Island of Brac, Croatia
Theatra
Skopje, Macedonia
http://www.youtube.com/user/The
Theatra
Women in Black
Belgrade, Serbia
http://www.zeneucrnom.org/index
.php?lang=en
Women's Group Brod
Slavonski Brod, Croatia
www.udruga-brod.hr
Zene Zenama
Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina
http://www.zenezenama.org/eng/i
ndex1.html

Grantees Abroad
The following are excerpts from the letters of three grantees who spent time in the States
this past year illustrate just how important a change of scenery is restoring activists’ minds
and bodies.

Taida Horozovic, a Bosnia/Herzegovina
activist and co-founder of CURE, was part of
the first cohort of participants in the SEERS
program at Stanford University. SEERS
(Social Entrepreneurs in Residence at
Stanford) brings together international
leaders working on the frontlines of gender
justice and social reforms in societies that
have experienced civil war, ethnic division,
and economic and social injustice. This
excerpt from a poem Taida wrote while
sitting on a California beach:
I sensed there can be peace
when I was at Half Moon Bay
the seals and baby seals wiggle about
soaking up the warmth
just milling about
the ocean shore
free, out on the sand.
Jelena Djordjevic is the co-founder of the
Anti-Trafficking Center established in
Belgrade, Serbia after the war. Jelena just
completed a six-month Activist in Residence
internship at Urgent Action Fund in San
Francisco.
“I woke up HAPPY. There was no pain in
my body. I woke up seeing colors all around
me... I have time to breathe. I have time to
sleep. There are no emergency calls every
day or responding to emergencies in the way
I used to...I am not fragmented as I am when
living and working in the Balkans...I have
time to think of myself. I have time to reflect,
to be creative, to be connected to myself. I
had no idea how much my body needed to
heal. How many tears I had to let out...I am
grateful to be here, have space of my own
where I sleep, have a salary that lets me get
the kind of food I love. It helps me not to be
scared about tomorrow, and it allows me to
support some people at home. Thank you all
for helping me nurture my resilience so I can
continue my activism, my life.”

Lepa Mladjenovic is a long-time activist,
feminist counselor, co-founder of
LABRIS, a lesbian rights group, and a
founder of the Autonomous women’s
Center Against Sexual Violence and SOS
Hotline for Women and Children Victims
of Violence. She recently completed a
two-month fellowship at Sea Change, a
retreat in Provincetown, MA.
“I am in full life every minute of my stay
here. I am learning about this exceptional
community. I am writing my reflections
of a lesbian in wartime, as this is just the
place where I want to get this theme
deeper...Every time I go out something
beautiful happens to me. And the t-shirt
that sums up this community: Be the
person your dog wants you to be. This is
the Happiest Girl in Provincetown!!... For
a lesbian who comes from a postwar zone,
this is a dream come true, even the dream
not dreamt. I realized I did not have
enough of the social and political
conditions to even imagine that such a
community of good people exists
somewhere.”
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