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Overshadowing the news from the 
Balkans is the December 10 deadline 
that will determine the status of 
Kosovo. Early this year the United 
Nations envoy presented a plan that 
would grant Kosovo limited 
independence leading to statehood. 
Kosovo would continue under 
international supervision, and the 
ethnic Serbian minority would 
receive protection and a degree of 
autonomy. Serbia, backed by Russia, 
however, fiercely opposes the plan 
and has threatened reprisals that 
could destabilize the region.  

 
The Kosovars have demanded 

independence from Serbia since the 
end of the war, and they are fed up 
waiting for others to give them what 
they believe is theirs. The buildup of 
emotion is reflected in the Kosovan 
media. Every television station has a 
ticking box in the corner of the screen 
showing the countdown to December 
10 in days, hours, and minutes.  

Letter from Marta 
  Once again, the fragile peace in 

the Balkans hangs in the balance. 
Should Kosovo be granted 
independence or declare it 
unilaterally, the Kosovars may 
enjoy only a brief euphoria before 
Serbia carries out its threats. Should 
Kosovo not get independence, the 
frustration and rage of the people 
will likely erupt in violence.  

 
Against this potentially explosive 

background, our stalwart grantees 
continue to amaze me with their 
creativity, bravery, and 
determination. This past October I 
visited Kosovo, Serbia, and Croatia. 
Usually I spend most of my time 
meeting with grantees in the cities.  

 
On this trip I wanted to visit two 

grantees located in rural areas, and I 
was finally ready to tackle driving 
on the country roads. The Balkan 
signage system is confusing to 
American drivers, so I set two rules 
for myself: no driving at night or in 
big cities. Nonetheless, I managed 
to get ticketed in the middle of 
nowhere by a Croatian cop. My 
violation? Driving without 
headlights in the middle of the day. 
He fined me 300 Kuna ($60) and 
ordered me to pay him on the spot. 
Returning my international driver’s 
license he said, “You’re from 
California. That’s in Canada, isn’t 
it?”  

 

  

 

Kosovar women activists: UN Security 
Council Resolution 1325 calls for 

increased engagement of women at all 
levels of decision-making in conflict 

resolution. 
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March 8th—Croatian Women’s 
Network 

 

I first visited Donji Lapac Women’s 
Group, one of 44 members of the 
Croatian Women’s Network, in 2001. 
Located near an isolated section of the 
Bosnia border, the area was hit hard 
during the Serbian-Croatian war. The 
Croats fire bombed this beautiful fertile 
valley, driving out the wealthy Serbian 
farmers who had lived there for 300 
years. After the war, the Croats invited 
Bosnians to resettle the devastated 
area. Later, Serbs began returning, and 
found their houses occupied by 
Bosnians. 

 
That is when Donji Lapac Women’s 

Group was formed with the assistance 
of Croatian activists from out of the 
area. The group, composed of Bosnian, 
Serb and Croatian women, joined 
together to rebuild the village. Today, 
it is slowly coming back to life with 
new shops and an outdoor café, but for 
Donji Lapac that is only the beginning 
of the transformation it envisions for 
the area. Besides campaigning for 
regional elections, it has formed two 
more women’s groups in nearby 
villages to expose violence against 
women. During the war many women 
lost their legal documents. Now, 
without papers and no local shelters to 

Rural Women’s Group on the March 

In recognition of their shared goals, 
the Kosovo Women’s Network and the 
Women in Black Network Serbia 
formed the Women’s Peace Coalition 
in 2006. For the second consecutive 
year, women from all over Kosovo and 
Serbian met in Macedonia for a 
weekend retreat. Last year, the women 
broke down the barriers between them 
when they shed rivers of tears 
recounting their war experiences. 

 This year the retreat moved to the 

Women’s Peace Coalition Crosses Borders 
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turn to, they are, in effect, prisoners of 
their abusive husbands. 

 
A new rural grantee, the Slavonski 

Brod Women’s Group in Croatia, is 
also focused on eliminating violence 
against women. Located along a less 
remote stretch of the Bosnian border, 
the town is divided by a river with 
Bosnians living on one side and Croats 
on the other. The only feminist 
organization in a region of 180,000 
people, they provide legal advice and 
counseling on both sides of the border 
to women who have been trafficked or 
are in abusive marriages. A while ago, 
they were approached by a 
policewoman who had been harassed 
by the border police chief for years. 
Taking advantage of the new gender 
equality law in Croatia, Slavonski Brod 
went public with the story and several 
other policewomen came forward with 
the same complaint. While the case is 
still pending, the police chief was 
suspended, albeit with full pay. That in 
itself was a major victory considering 
that he is the cousin of the Supreme 
Court judge and the state’s attorney. 
Most important, he is no longer 
harassing the women on the force. 

 

  

  

next level of understanding of one 
another’s lives by initiating exchanges 
in which a few rural Kosovar activists 
stayed in the homes of activists living 
in rural Serbia. The moving accounts of 
the Serbian women’s visit to Kosovar 
are described in the book, Women for 

Peace. I regret that I was unable to 
attend the retreat this year because the 
Coalition honored Heart & Hand for its 
seed funding and for its support of 
activists on all sides of the war. 

 

Women in Black in Novi Pazar, 
Serbia, 76% Bosniak 

Slavonski Brod Women’s Group 
award winning poster: 

 “Stop Violence” 
 

 



1,000 participants in 34 two-day 
seminars. Acting on what they learned 
in the seminars, women participants 
have worked with their local 
governments to identify local 
problems, make visible issues of 
violence, and engage the cooperation 
of the police.  

 
Thanks to Antico’s hard work, 

women now make up 32 percent of the 
parliament in Macedonia and 28 
percent of local government positions. 

 
 It sounds good on paper but as one 

activist reminded me, with a twinkle in 
her eye, having more women in 
government is only one measure of 
democracy. “Isn’t it the same in your 
country, Marta?” 
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Labris, a lesbian human rights 
organization in Belgrade, capitalized on 
an incident that occurred when the city 
organized a blood donation campaign. 
A lesbian donor who had checked on 
the questionnaire that she had had sex 
with a woman was turned away. A 
journalist who overheard the 
conversation wrote an article for her 
newspaper charging the city with 
discrimination against homosexuals.  

 
After the story was picked up by 

other media, the Ministry of Health 
invited Labris to educate the Ministry 
and local doctors about blood donation 
practices in Western Europe. The 
discussions resulted in the Ministry 
rewriting the questionnaire and making 
the determining factor for giving blood 
donors’ behavior rather than the sex of 
their partners. To celebrate their 
victory, a group of lesbians, 
accompanied by doctors and the media, 

Lesbian Groups Focus on Public Policy 
 

Antico, a women’s group 
headquartered in Skopje, is the sole 
women’s group working with 
Macedonian, ethnic Albanian, and 
Roma women. Like other countries 
eager to be included in the EU, 
Macedonia hoped to win favor by 
mandating gender mainstreaming in its 
state institutions. Few public officials 
appear to understand what the law is or 
how to implement it.  

 
To educate public officials about 

gender equality and sexual 
stereotyping, Heart & Hand joined with 
Global Fund for Women to fund 
Antico to disseminate information on 
gender equality to NGOs and to 
organize public debates. Since 2002, 
the group has educated more than 

Gender Equality in Macedonia is on the Rise 

The staff of Labris 

  

went en masse to donate blood. 
 
The disturbing increase in violence 

against gays in Croatia motivated 
Kontra, a lesbian rights organization in 
Croatia, to initiate a campaign to make 
hate speech a crime. The victims, 
mainly young men still in the closet, 
have refused to bring charges against 
their attackers, even when they have 
witnesses.  

 
Kontra, joined by Iskorak, a gay 

men’s NGO, have lobbied judges and 
the police to implement the law. 
Working in Kontra’s favor is Croatia’s 
efforts to prove itself worthy of 
European Union membership. Passing a 
hate crime law would put Croatia’s 
legal system in line with the legal 
systems in Western European countries. 

  

 

 

 

Balkan feminist lesbians 

Antico Director, 
Gjuner Nebiu 
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Arts Festival in Bosnia 
Foundation Cure’s Pitchwise Arts 

Festival drew big crowds for the third 
year in a row. Artists, filmmakers, and 
performance artists contributed their 
talents to the popular citywide event. A 
star attraction at the festival was the 
women’s taxi. A performance artist and 
painter from Slovenia, Aprilija Luzar, 
has a taxi fitted with a recorder and 
video camera. As she drives women 
around town she records the stories of 
violence they have suffered and later 
combines their stories into an exhibit. 
Some time during the five-day festival, 
her taxi was broken into and her DVDs 
were stolen. They were eventually 
returned by two men who claimed to 
have found them. 

 

 
 

Heart & Hand Funds Women’s 
Publications 

We are proud to have contributed to 
the funding of four important books 
published in English this year:  
Violence against lesbians, gays and 

bisexuals in Croatia, a report of the 
first research study conducted on the 
LBG community in Croatia and 
published by Kontra. Always 

Disobedient, a description of the 
mission, principles, and actions of 
Women in Black; Women for Peace, a 

Heart & Hand Fund 
Grantees 

Antico 
Women's Civic Initiative 
Skopje, Macedonia 
antico@mt.net.mk 

 
Anti Trafficking Center 
Belgrade, Serbia 
http://www.atc.org.yu/ 
 
Autonomous Women's Center 
Belgrade, Serbia 
http://www.womenngo.org.yu 

 
Center for Women War Victims 
Zagreb, Croatia 
http://www.czzzr.hr/ 
http://www.women-war-memory.org/ 
http://www.petra-nvo.net/ 
 
Centre for Women's Studies 
Zagreb, Croatia 
http://www.zenstud.hr/ 
 
CURE 
Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina 
http://www.zenska-glavo.igorbanjac.net 

 
Donji Lapac Women's Group 
Donji Lapac, Croatia 
zenska.grupa.donji.lapac@gs.t-com.hr 
 
KONTRA 
Zagreb, Croatia: 
http://www.kontra.hr/ 

 
Labris 
Belgrade, Serbia: 
www.labris.org.yu 

 
NOL 
Novi Sad, Serbia 
For regional gathering of Lesbian 
Feminists Activists Conference 

 
Organization Q 
Bosnia/Herzegovina 
http://www.queer.ba/ 

 
Women in Black 
Belgrade, Serbia 
http://www.wib-zeneucrnom/belgrade.org 
 
Women's Group Brod 
Slavonski Brod, Croatia 
www.udruga-brod.hr 

 
Zene na Delu 
Belgrade, Serbia 
mailto:zenenadelu@eunet.yu 
www.zenergija.org 
 
Zene Zenama 
Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina 
http://www.zenezenama.com.ba/ 

 
Three grants to individual activists to 
respond community needs 

 

compilation of articles describing 
women’s struggles for peace and 
gender equality in war-torn countries; 
Transitional Justice, a feminist 
approach to transitioning from 
totalitarianism to democracy, all 
published by Women in Black. The 
ever-industrious Women in Black also 
produced a companion video, Always 

Disobedient. 
 

Zene Zenama Celebrates 10th 
Anniversary 

For the past 10 years, Zene Zenama, 
longtime Heart & Hand grantee in 
Sarajevo has played a key role in the 
development of civil society in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina by fostering 
understanding of the concepts of 
democracy and human rights. In 
celebration of its 10th anniversary, 
Zene Zenama gathered together 60 
feminist leaders and activists from the 
surrounding Balkan countries and 
Europe for a two-day seminar to 
discuss ways to broaden its efforts to 
empower women, increase gender 
equality, and further human rights, 
peace, and security. 
 

Global Fund for Women’s 
Spotlight on the Balkans 

I am honored that the Global Fund 
chose to recognize my work in the 
Balkans with a donor profile on their 
Web site: www.globalfundforwomen.org. 
Also check out their profile of the 
wonderful Croatian lesbian-feminist A 
Cappella choir, Le Zbor that Heart and 
Hand has funded indirectly through our 
grantees. 

Many international funders in the 
Balkans have moved on to other 
trouble spots and others are preparing 
to leave. Heart & Hand has been a 
steadfast supporter of women’s 
organizations in the region for the past 
eight years and one of few international 
funders to entrust grantees to use their 
grants as they see fit. Please help us 
continue our work by making a 
generous contribution. 

Agape Foundation/ Heart & 

Hand Fund 

c/o Marta Drury 

PO Box 3070 

Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

650.726.3772 

deadcow@igc.org 
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